A quantitative study of the aorta of the New Zealand rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus L.).
Ten segments of the aorta of the rabbit were studied quantitatively. The thoracic and abdominal aorta of the rabbit were measured from proximal to distal and parallel to the reduced diameter, demonstrating a decreasing thickness of the tunica intima and tunica media that becomes physiologically apparent during adulthood in these commonly used laboratory animals. The ratio of intimal to medial thickness, multiplied by 100, was calculated and found to be between 2.56 and 3.74 for the thoracic aorta and 4.03 and 5.62 for the abdominal aorta of the rabbit. These findings are important for the better understanding of the development of atherosclerosis.